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Inferring / Drawing 
Conclusions 
 
 
By practicing inferring, 
students are òthinking aheadó 
in order to comprehend.  
Students must be able to 
justify their thoughts and 
predict as they are reading.  
This strategy is a higher level 
strategy as they must have 
previous strategies in place in 
order to infer or predict. 
This can sometimes be very 
difficult for students in 
poverty as they sometimes do 
not understand cause and 
effect relationships.  
Questions that will help 
children infer:  
This is a tricky word.  What 
word would make sense here?  
The author gives you a gift in 
the title.  What do you think 
this will be about?  
Can you retell this story?  
What do you think might 
happen next?  What do you 
think will happen after the 
end? 

 

Synthesizing  
 
 
Synthesizing is taking the 
strategy of inferring to the 
next level.   Mystery readers 
constantly synthesize.  
When readers do this, they 
take their background 
information, make a 
judgment, get more 
information and change your 
judgment based on the 
information you received by 
combining your background 
knowledge.    
 
Questions that will help 
students synthesize:  
 
What type of character do 
you think this is  (good, bad, 
etc.)?   
Have you changed your mind 
since weõve read more about 
the character?  
What happened in the book 
that made you change your 
mind?   
What words changed the 
picture for you?  

 

Helping your child 
become a better 

reader using 
comprehension 

strategies . 

.ƻƻƪǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ 
presentation: 

Tuck Everlasting -Natalie Babbit  
Clementine-Sarah Pennypacker 
Once I Ate a Pie -Patricia MacLachlan 
One of  Those Days-Amy Rosenthal 
Halloween-Jerry Seinfeld  
Wonder -R.J. Palacio 
Wolfõs Coming-Joe Kulka 
The Wretched Stone -Chris Van Allsburg  
Where in the Wild -David Schwartz  
 

Based on 7 Keys 
to Comprehension 

by Susan 
Zimmerman and 

Chryse Hutchins.  
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Sensory Images  
This strategy encourages 
the reader to òsee the movie 
in their headó as they read 
the text.  However, it goes 
beyond this strategy.  What 
other senses does the 
reader use?  What are they 
hearing, seeing, feeling, 
smelling?  It is also closely 
linked to connections and 
background knowledge (also 
called schema). 
This is most successfully 
done during a read aloud 
where the reader stops and 
models what he or she òsees 
in their headó as they are 
reading. 
 
Questions to help your child 
build sensory images.  
What did you see when you 
(we) read those words?  
Does having this picture in 
your head make reading 
more fun?  
What words helped add 
detail to the pictures in your 
head? 
 

 

Making Connections  
This strategy deals with connecting 
literature to the experiences of 
the reader. Types of connections 
are:  
 
Text to Self :   
What is happening in the text that 
reminds you of something that has 
happened in your life?  
Text to Text:  
What, in the text, reminds you of 
something youõve seen in another 
book, magazine, or piece of text?  
Text to World:   
How does the text remind you of 
something that has happened in the 
world or that youõve seen on the 
news? 
 
Questions that encourage readers 
to make connections:  
 
Does the book remind you of 
anything in your life? (text to 
self)  
Do you already know anything 
about this?  
Did this book remind you of any 
other book?  Why? (Text to 
text)  
Does this word remind you of any 
other word you know?  How did 
that help you figure out the 
word?  

 

Questioning  
Readers are constantly 
questioning while reading; 
questioning the author, their 
own thinking, what might 
happen next in the textéetc. 
 
By questioning, readers are 
using all of the other 
strategies to help make sense 
of the text.   We want to 
move students beyond the 
who, what, when, and where 
and focus on deeper level 
thinking strategies  

Questions for your child to 
help uncover their own 
questions about their 
reading:  
Did you have questions even 
before you started to read 
this?  
Wait a minute!  When I read 
that it made me stop and 
think.  Let me read it again.  
Did you have any questions? 
Did you get answers to any 
of your questions?  Who 
might you ask if you still 
have questions? 



Welcome Parents! 
Come on in.  

Find a seat. 

Rest your weary,  

aching feet. 

DǊŀō ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘƻǳǘΧƧǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ 
sheet. 

¢ƻƴƛƎƘǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ōŜŀǘΗ 



Connecting Learning Assures 
Successful Students 

Jim McMillan 



I am happy. 

I am healthy. 

I am caring.  

I am smart. 

I will do the right thing today, 

even if I donôt feel like it. 

I will treat people right today, 

even if I donôt feel like it. 

 Iôm a great person. 

And every day, 

in every way, 

Iôm getting better and better. 
 

Letõs Get This Party Started! 



Procedures for Comprehension Walk 

1. Wait patiently for the music to 
start.  

2. As the music plays, walk around 
the room.  

3. Practice friendship by waving to 
others, giving high - fives, and 
shaking hands.  

4. When the music stops, find a 
close partner and stop.  
Introduce yourself, and find 
the teacher.  Listen for 
instructions.  



This strategy encourages the 
reader to òsee the movie in their 
headó as they read the text.  
However, it goes beyond this 
strategy.  What other senses 
does the reader use?  What are 
they hearing, seeing, feeling, 
smelling?  It is also closely linked 
to connections and background 
knowledge (also called schema). 
This is most successfully done 
during a read aloud where the 
reader stops and models what he 
or she òsees in their headó as 
they are reading.  
 

Sensory Images  
Questions to help your 

child build sensory 
images. 

What did you see when 
you (we) read those 
words?  Does having 
this picture in your 
head make reading more 
fun?  
What words helped add 
detail to the pictures in 
your head? 
 



Tuck 
Everlasting  
 by Natalie 

Babbitt  



Clementine 
 by Sara 

Pennypacker 


